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The reports of all the Tables were well organized and grasped each the key issues
involved in each of the themes discussed. | was impressed by the fact that your
approach to "law and reality" was not bound by the usual narrow discipline of legal
interpretation, but tried to grasp the complexity of the reality under discussion,
identifying the different interests of the stakeholders involved in each theme. | was also
impressed by the way you selected different issues all related to impact on Asian
societies of the present neo-liberal and neo-conservative process of globalization.

As | mentioned in my final comments, | have two suggestions, coming from a political
scientist, interested more in "lex ferenda"(the formulation of law) than in "lex lata"(the
formulated law). One is about the need to analyze not only the leaves but the trunk and
the roots of the legal system which is a tree, connecting legal norms, from their abstract
universal principles to their concrete practical application. (I was influenced in my
young days by Hans Kelsen) All the themes of the different tables are legally connected

by a common legal system which some political economists call the global "new
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Constitutionalism” based on "disciplinary neoliberalism". Fighting terrorism and
trafficking is connected to the treatment of labor rights and social responsibility of
business firms. Another point I wish to make is that all your recommendations are
legally and practically very good, but are not applied because there is a lack of political
will among the decision-makers. This is based frequently, not only on ignorance of the
reality, but the opposite interests which refuse to recognize what you have suggested,
based on an "objective" analysis of the reality. As a political scientist | wish to ask you to
think always about why what you recommend is not legislated. You must always realize
that law-making is determined by contradictory interests, and might becomes right in
many cases. You must know that and yet continue your good work in making might
recognize what is right in the eyes of the people, especially the powerless people you
have currently supported in your discussion. Asia is a region where the gap between the
haves and the have-nots, the powerful and the powerless is widening under the
pressure of neoliberal globalization. 1 hope that you will not loose sight of this fact, and

not loose hope because of the difficulties we all face in this part of the world.
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In the Parliamentary Museum, the materials showed us the constitutional democratic
development of Japan. In Hong Kong, although the political system is democratic
system as well, it is still very different from that in Japan. In that case, this visit helped
us more easily to understand the political system of Japan.

On the other hand, as we known, Japan is the most Asian country which is influenced
greatly by western culture, and Japan follows English Democracy Parliamentary
System. The National Diet, namely, parliament of Japan, is quite magnificent and
similar with English Parliament. By comparing to Wuxu Reform in China, it is not
difficult to understand the success of the Meiji Reformation.

The National Diet of Japan is the highest organ of state power and the sole

law-making organ of State, however, people can visit it freely. It seems amazing,
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because even in Hong Kong, you are not able to visit the House of Legislative Council so
freely and easily.

In conclusion, this visit was interesting and meaningful, which not only drew a
picture of constitutional history of Japan, but also helped us get to know more about the
political system of Japan.

Yao Yao Carol(Hong Kong)

ST
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As the Yasukuni shrine is a place of much controversy for Japan and other Asian
countries, there is some special significance on the trip at the site. From the
architecture and monuments there we could feel that it carries more meaning than an
ordinary shrine, and it had been a nice tour for both the Yasukuni Jinja and the

Yusyukan.
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UNHCR is perhaps one of the lesser known agencies of the United Nations, and for
me, | have only ever read up on the workings of UNICEF. The fieldtrip to UNHCR was
certainly enlightening, as it gave me what | would call a “beginner’s” perspective on
UNHCR, which would mean covering the basics of what the UNHCR does, and how it
goes about serving its purpose.

The speakers were rather comprehensive in their explanation of what defines a
refugee, as well as the procedure through which a refugee can seek asylum in Japan.
But what truck me the most about their talk was their honesty with regards to the issue
of refugees. Firstly, they openly admitted that the aid which Japan gave to refugees was
not proportionate to what it was capable of giving; secondly, there was the admittance
that decision of allowing, or disallowing, certain refugees to succeed in seeking asylum
was often swayed by the country’s political affiliations and biasness. This gave me a
more realistic picture of UNHCR, as well as the limits of its powers in providing aid to
the refugees.

However, | felt that the coverage of the talk was insufficient for a proper
understanding of UNHCR. I would have liked to hear more about specific projects
initiated by the UNHCR, as well as the mechanisms of how UNHCR responds in time of
crisis, such as wars and natural disasters. In addition, it would be useful for the talk to
include a segment on how UNHCR in Tokyo acts as a base for the agency in the
neighbouring countries, and how the members of the audience can get involved or
simply, learn more about the workings of UNHCR in their own countries.

On a more candid note, the timing of the talk (i.e. mid-day) made it rather difficult to
concentrate, as like most school trips, students tend to stay up late, resulting in many
students feeling sleepy and unable to concentrate on the talk.All in all, the trip to
UNHCR was an educational one.

Qiu Huixiang (Singapore)
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ST in Japan

It was a wonderful welcome party. The general atmosphere of the welcoming
party was great, everyone seem to be enjoying themselves, like some
delegates drank quite a lot and were rather enthusiastic, pushing up the
atmosphere of the party further. But if there is a way to make this party
even better, | would say that if instead of limiting delegates to their
discussion tables, we could have been encouraged more to interact from
everyone else, despite that it would be nice to first know more about the
other delegates on the same discussion table. If there were more activities or
games to bring everyone closer, it would help us break the ice between
ourselves and get to know each other better more quickly. However, | very
enjoyed it, and was pleased to have such opportunity to get to know other
members in the same discussion table.(yao yao carol)
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Language Class

19 30 21 30

Language Class

()
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I think it was useful for me. Japanese is interesting. | got knowledge from class.

I enjoyed with class very much. In class, We exchanged language and we talked many
thing. I get a good experience. | knew foundation of Japanese that Japanese taught to
me, it made me want to know more. | have had fun in class. It was relaxed. Friends
were friendly and kind. Thanks for teach Japanese to me. ( Arigato gozaimasu)
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Cultural Night

1
9 19 30
ST 5
ST “ Tasting
Asia” ( 1 )
I think it is a good thing that we can learn and know about the culture of other
exchange culture of each country. We will country. Friends have showed me many
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things about country of them. | got a new
experience from cultural night. | liked

every show and liked watch costume. It

was beautiful. It has been a real pleasure.
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The study trip was fabulous. Not only were we able to meet people from different walks
of life and from different parts of Japan, added to this cultural mix were the students
from Thailand, Germany and Hong Kong. This diverse mix of students allowed for
creative interaction during the table discussions where we were able to engage in
thoughtful debates about pressing issues facing Asia today. However, the learning did
not stop there. It extended outside the discussion rooms where we were able to interact
with the other participants and learn more about their countries, customs and
traditions that amalgamated into the ‘Cultural Night' as we know it. Besides formal
activities like the excursions to Asakusa and Ueno, the ‘free time’ slots were really
useful as we were able to fine-tune our itineraries to suit our needs, be it electronic
needs, shopping needs, sightseeing needs or just simply to walk down the Tokyo streets
and soak up the unique ambience. However, our study trip would not have been possible
if not for the painstaking efforts of the organizing committee and kudos to them for
having pulled off such a big event, without a hitch. Caretakers were assigned to each
country and always made a conscious effort to enquire about our well-being. This, |
thought, was the highlight of the study trip. Their tireless efforts and sleepless nights
only showed their unwavering dedication to the study trip and we are really grateful to
them for their dedication and hospitality. Thank you once again for such a wonderful
time and for memories that will be etched in our hearts for many years to come.
Sabrina Chia Peiyi Singapore
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